
 

JAMES CHARLES HENRY  

 Lance Corporal Regiment: Essex Regiment 

: 11th Battalion.  

Age: 20  

Killed in action Date of Death: 26/09/1915  

Service No: 12929  

11th (Service) Battalion was formed at 

Warley, September 1914, as part of K3. 

September1914 : attached to 71st Brigade, 

24th Division.  

 

The Battle of Loos 

He went to France 30th August 1915 with the 11th Battalion. The Division's first experience was truly 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into the reserve for the 

British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful reinforcement on the first day, but it 

was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it suffered more than 3,900 casualties. Originally posted 

missing at the Battle of Loos, it was subsequently found he had been buried by another regiment.  

At the end of the first day, 25th September) the men on the field were exhausted, many of the officers and 

NCO’s were dead, one sixth of the force were casualties, there was insufficient artillery and much of the 

German wire was still unbroken. However, the decision was taken that the attack would be pressed forward on 

the second day and for this the general reserve would be brought forward; this consisted of two raw divisions 

(the 21st & 24th), the Guards Division and the cavalry. When the army had expanded after the start of the war it 

was naturally filled with men from all walks of life, many with inadequate training and that was often with 

practice equipment rather than the real thing. The officers too came to the front with limited training, and some 

of that inexperience would show as the 21st and 24th divisions moved to their positions. There is a comment in 

the War Diary of the 12th West Yorkshire when they took up their position on the morning of the 26th; “The 

battalion was facing N.E., the sun could not be seen, and no-one thought of taking out a compass, being 

altogether under the impression that they were facing East.” 

But they were young men and they ‘led from the front’. Philip Warner wrote of them; “...officers had minimal 

training. Their sole virtue was the courage and dedication which enabled them to lead a platoon over the top of 

the trench into deadly machine-gun fire. .......it would be wrong to minimize the influence of the young, 

unfledged, doomed officers.” 



The map is from the 

IWM trench map CD 

shows the area over 

which the 21st and 

24th divisions would 

attack. Just below the 

‘X’ is Chalk Pit Wood 

with Chalk Pit 

Quarry at its NE 

corner. Bois Hugo 

and Hill 70 are also 

marked 

All the Ist and IVth Corps 

reserves had been used in 

the battle on day one, and 

whilst the general reserve 

had the Guards Division, as 

well as the 21st & 24th, the 

Guards would be kept as 

‘last resort’, so the 21st & 

24th, in spite of their 

rawness would have to help 

win the day. The plan was 

for them to attack at 11.00 on the 26th, go through the German second line, which was considered to be weak, 

and on to the Haute-Deule Canal. The cavalry would then pass through and on to the Flanders Plain. That was 

the plan. As general reserve these divisions were under the direct control of Sir John French and he had 

promised that the 21st and 24th divisions would not be called on “unless and until the Germans were absolutely 

smashed and retiring in disorder”. However, Haig needed them and the Germans were not retiring in disorder 

but French decided that the reports of the First Army having broken the German line were sufficient cause to 

allow him to release them to Haig. When the battle started though, these reserves were not close to the 

battlefield as one would want, they were some miles back and so would need to route-march forward. The 

battalion history of 10th York and Lancs says that they were “some eight miles from the new front” when they 

were ordered forward. The HQ staffs believed that the German second line was weak, but they had not allowed 

for the determination of the enemy, who had brought forward some seven divisions to strengthen that line with 

men, machine-guns and new uncut wire. The Germans now reoccupied the many small quarries, mine workings 

and the Bois Hugo that they had evacuated on the 25th, with the benefit of hindsight if the reserves had been 

brought up on the first day, these positions may well have been easily occupied by the British, as it was they 

allowed the enemy 

to give the new 

divisions a harsh 

introduction to the 

war. 

(C) IWM Loos. 

Looking across 

from the British 

line, the most 

prominent 

landmark on the 

front was the 

pithead. 

On the first day 

there had been an 

artillery 

bombardment for 



some four days and the exit of the troops from the trenches had been covered by the release of gas and smoke, it 

would be different for the new troops on day two. There was insufficient artillery to give any useful barrage, no 

smoke and no gas, and they were to advance over the open ground of No Man’s Land. The start point for the 

attack would be the captured German trenches, many of them with pockets of gas still remaining from the 

previous day, and many with the corpses of the previous occupants still there. This was the first time many of 

the new troops would have seen dead men, and now they had to take their turn and go over the top. Mention has 

been made of the lack of experience of the officers, and it had some repercussions as the new units went into the 

line. There was a deal of confusion as they tried to map read their way on poor maps and the divisional artillery 

found itself positioned about a half mile in front of its intended position. As the morning fog cleared they found 

themselves overlooked by the Germans, and shelled by the German artillery. Philip Warner has an eyewitness 

account of the arrival of the new divisions; “We also saw some stragglers from the hapless 21st and 24th 

divisions who had been marching all night from their billets miles behind the front line. They were only partly 

trained troops, had never been under fire before, and had no food for many hours. They were, of course, 

demoralised - poor devils.” 

The 21st and 24th Divisions were planned to attack on a front between Bois Hugo and Hulluch, and carry on 

through to the canal, at the same time attacks would continue against Hill 70 in the south and the area around the 

Hohenzollern in the north. Reference http://www.btinternet.com/~NavRadar/yorkandlancs/26th_september.html 

  

National Archives Medal Roll shows he earned 1914-15 Star  (WO329/2728) and British War Medal & Allied 

Victory Medals (WO329/1376). 

 

He was born in Rowhedge and was living  at 4 Albion Street, when he enlisted. at Colchester. He was the son of 

Philip and Alice James, of 478, Foxhall Rd., Ipswich. He appears in a group photo of Rowhedge Shipwrights 

working on H. M. S. Ganges in 1911. He enlisted with several of the other apprentices from the Iron Works in 

the 11th Essex in September 1914. His father Philip was a captain of the yacht Firecrest. 1901 Census shows 

Charles James aged 6 born and living at East Donyland  listed as a  Scholar. His mother, Alice James aged 32 

born Stepney London living at East Donyland &  his father, Philip James aged 32 born & living at East 

Donyland  working as a Mariner 



Casualty Type: 

Commonwealth War Dead  

Grave/Memorial Reference: 

Panel 85 to 87 Cemetery: 

LOOS MEMORIAL 

Dud Corner Cemetery stands 

almost on the site of a German 

strong point, the Lens Road 

Redoubt, captured by the 15th 

(Scottish) Division on the first 

day of the battle. The name 

"Dud Corner" is believed to be 

due to the large number of 

unexploded enemy shells found 

in the neighbourhood after the 

Armistice. On either side of the 

cemetery is a wall 15 feet high, to which are fixed tablets on which are carved the names of those 

commemorated. At the back are four small circular courts, open to the sky, in which the lines of tablets are 

continued, and between these courts are three semicircular walls or apses, two of which carry tablets, while on 

the centre apse is erected the Cross of Sacrifice. No. of Identified Casualties: 20596 

East Donyland Memorial has a Charles H James 

 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE , LANGENHOE 

 


